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I-265 Programming Study
Jefferson County, Kentucky

Study Information Sheet
August 2014

1.  Who is conducting the study?
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) is conducting the study in cooperation with other 
agencies, including the Kentuckiana Regional Planning & Development Agency (KIPDA).  
Assisting these agencies is a team of multi-disciplined consultants led by Parsons Brinckerhoff.

2.  What is the Purpose and Need of this project?
The purpose of the project is to evaluate the safety and capacity of the I-265 corridor and to 
determine needed improvements and priorities as a result of expected increased traffic due to 
major transportation and development changes in the Louisville Metro area.  The needs driving 
this project include: safety, capacity, congestion, access, and economic development.

3. What is the study area?
A map of the study area is provided below.  The study area incorporates I-265 from I-65 to the 
new East End Bridge as well as the interchanges located along the corridor.  The ramp terminal
intersections are included along with the next adjacent upstream and downstream intersection.
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4. What are the existing conditions?
The existing roadway is an urban interstate with four twelve-foot lanes (two per direction) 
divided by a median (52 – 72 feet).  Shoulder widths vary with generally ten to eleven feet on 
each side.  The posted speed limit is 65 mph throughout the corridor.

5. What are the existing and future traffic operations?
I-265 currently has Average Daily Traffic volumes (ADT) of up to 83,000 vehicles per day, with 
2040 ADTs forecasted as high as 183,300 vehicles per day.  

Traffic operations were evaluated for the existing corridor for the future analysis year to provide 
a baseline of comparison for improvement alternatives. The figures below show the AM and PM 
peak hour operations based on the future year 2040 ADT.
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6. What are the known environmental constraints?
Most of the improvements would stay within the existing right-of-way.  However, to ensure 
proper documentation and identify any future areas of potential impact, and environmental 
overview was performed. Due to the size of the study area, a high-level evaluation was 
performed, with major features shown below on the map.
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7.  Are there areas with safety concerns?
As shown on the figure below, only one segment on I-265 (between KY 22 and I-71) has a 
critical crash rate greater than one.  Any sections with a rate over one indicate statistically 
higher likelihood for a crash to occur on this section of roadway compared to other similar 
facilities.  A total of 1,179 crashes occurred during the three-year analysis period (1/1/2010 –
12/31/2012).  Of these, the most common crash type was rear-end collisions, and five of the 
crashes resulted in fatalities.

8. What are potential alternatives?
The following projects are listed in the KYTC Six-Year Highway Plan or the KIPDA Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP):

Major Widening: I-265 to 3 lanes
Interchange Improvements: I-71, I-64, Old Henry Road, KY 61

The programming study assumes that these projects will be constructed and therefore are not 
being evaluated as part of this study.  However, each will be assessed with respect to the 
priority of each project. 

Additional projects under consideration include:

2040 No Build (No additional improvements)
Construct Collector-Distributor (C-D) Road
Construct 1 Additional Capacity Lane (total of 4 lanes / direction)

In addition to these alternatives, Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) improvements and 
ramp terminal intersection improvements are being considered. Refer to the maps on the 
following pages for a full range of all projects currently being considered in the planning process 
as well as ones proposed for this study.

9.  What will this study produce?
At the conclusion of this study, the Project Team will prepare a report that documents and 
summarizes the events of the study, gives pertinent technical and environmental analyses, 
documents evaluation results and stakeholder comments / feedback, and provides a record of 
the project with details of all the technical analysis as well as a recommendation of feasible 
alternatives for the next project development stage.  A prioritization of projects will also be 
performed.  The study will be completed in December 2014.
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From: Moore, John W (KYTC) [JohnW.Moore@ky.gov]
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2014 8:27 PM
To: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC); Hall, Tom (KYTC-D05)
Subject: FW: I-265 Programming Study

Mikael, for your reference and use.

Tom,  Can you reach out to Mr. Kelly regarding the construction effects at I-265 and KY 60?

From: Kelly, Brian [mailto:bkelly@caschools.us]
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2014 4:02 PM
To: Moore, John W (KYTC)
Subject: I-265 Programming Study

Mr. Moore,

I’m writing in response to a request for comments on the I-265 programming study from I-65 to eh new East End Bridge. I represent Christian Academy Schools and
noticed on your August 8, 2014 letter that there are planed improvement projects that could possibly impact the property at our English Station Campus. One of the
projects listed is “Major widening: I-265 to 3 lanes”. Our campus is located just east of I-265 between I-64 and KY-60 (Shelbyville Road) with our athletic fields and
access roads very close to our property line adjacent to I-265. I’m requesting additional  information on this project as any potential impact to the access road or
athletic fields would be an extreme hardship to our school system.

If possible I’d also like to request any information on planned work at interchanges north and south of the I-265/KY-60 interchange as major disruptions may affect
the commuting time for many of our student and staff and I would like to get information to our parents as soon as possible.

Thank you for any information you can provide.

Brian Kelly
Director of Facilities
Christian Academy Schools
Cell: 502-554-7357

Education with a HHigher Purpose



From: Matt Meunier [mmeunier@jeffersontownky.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2014 1:37 PM
To: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC); john.moore@ky.gov
Subject: City of Jeffersontown's Response

John,

I received your letter in the mail dated August 8, 2014 referencing the I-265 Programming Study and you were requesting comments about the project.    The
comments that we have as a city are the following:

1. We would support the Rehl Road Interchange onto I-265.   Having this additional interchange will greatly help reduce the congestion and traffic circulation
around and through our Bluegrass Commerce Park.   This park is the largest employment center in the Commonwealth and one of the largest in the
Southeast United States.    It employees some 27,0000 people.    Congestion from the park is felt even in our downtown along Ruckriegel Parkway and
Watterson Trail.   With the additional lands being developed between Blankenbaker Parkway and I-265 the need is increasing each day.

2. The city is in the process of starting a bike/pedestrian trail scoping study along Taylorsville Road from our downtown (Watterson Trail) to the 21st Century
Park just east of the I-265 interchange.   We are seeking to create a desirable way to provide for the bike/pedestrian movement east-west along
Taylorsville Road and through the interchange.    Once that scoping study is done in the spring we will have a better handle on options which could include
modifications to the underpass, a new bike/ped structure over I-265 (similar to Oldham County’s new bike/ped trail bridge) or any other options that are
available.

Thank you again for allowing us to comment on this study and I would be more than happy to discuss in more detail with you.

You can reach me at 502-267-8333 or by a return email.

Thank you and have a great day.

Matt Meunier
Matthew W. Meunier, PLS, AICP
Director of Community Development/
Assistant to the Mayor

City of Jeffersontown, KY
10416 Watterson Trail
Jeffersontown, KY 40299
502-267-8333

jeffersontownky.gov
facebook.com/cityofjeffersontownky
twitter.com/JeffersontownKY

From: Stephen.Wilson@faa.gov
Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2014 12:10 PM
To: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC)
Subject: I 265 Corridor Study

Mikael-

We have reviewed the I 265 Programming Study and have no comments as it relates to aviation impacts.

Thanks

Stephen Wilson
Community Planner
FAA, Memphis Airports District Office
2600 Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 2250
Memphis, TN  38118 2482
901 322 8185
901 322 8195 Fax
Stephen.wilson@faa.gov



From: Fields, Sherry C [sherry.fields@jefferson.kyschools.us] on behalf of Hargens, Donna [donna.hargens@jefferson.kyschools.us]
Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2014 10:31 AM
To: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC)
Cc: Ross, Steve (KYTC); Caple, Richard W
Subject: RE: I-265 Planning Study in Louisville

Thank you for your email. Rick Caple, Director of Transportation, will respond.

Donna M. Hargens, Ed.d.
Superintendent
Jefferson County Public Schools
VanHoose Education Center
3332 Newburg Road
P.O. Box 34020
Louisville, KY  40232-4020
502.485.3251 Office
502.485.3991 Fax

From: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC) [mailto:Mikael.Pelfrey@ky.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2014 10:44 AM
To: Hargens, Donna
Cc: Ross, Steve (KYTC)
Subject: I-265 Planning Study in Louisville

Superintendent Hargens,

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) is conducting a programming study on I-265 in Louisville from I-65 to the new East End Bridge.  We have several
projects under consideration, and we are currently contacting resource agencies for feedback.  The Education and Workforce Development Cabinet was one of
these agencies, and we received a letter back recommending KYTC contact you for additional information and better knowledge of the project.  There are three
attachments for your review:  the initial letter sent to all resource agencies, a seven page FAQ sheet, and the response letter from the Education and Workforce
Development Cabinet.

We would like your comments back by Monday, September 15th if possible.

If there are any questions, don’t hesitate to ask.

Thanks.

Mikael Pelfrey, P.E.
Transportation Engineering Specialist
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
Division of Planning
200 Mero Street, 5th Floor West
Frankfort, KY 40622
p:  (502) 782-5073
f:   (502) 564-2865

IMPORTANT:  This transmission is sent on behalf of the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and may be privileged, proprietary or confidential.  It is intended only for the intended recipient.  If you are not the intended
recipient or a person responsible for delivering this transmission to the intended recipient, you shall not disclose, copy, or distribute this transmission or take any action in reliance on it.  If you have recieved this transmission
in error, please notify us immediately by telephone at (502) 564-7183, by e-mail at Mikael.Pelfrey@ky.gov or by facsimile transmission at (502) 564-2865.  Please dispose of and delete this transmission.  Thank you.
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Walker, Lindsay A.

From: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC) [Mikael.Pelfrey@ky.gov]
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 11:55 AM
To: Dikes, Shawn P.; Walker, Lindsay A.
Subject: FW: I-265 Programming Study from I-65 to the new East End Bridge

Shawn/Lindsay,

Another resource agency response has come in. I’ll FW them immediately once they come in from now on. Although
we’re past the response date we’ll continue to allow them, for a certain period anyway.

Thanks.

Mikael Pelfrey, P.E.
Transportation Engineering Specialist
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
Division of Planning

From: McDowell, William (CED)  
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 11:50 AM 
To: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC) 
Subject: I-265 Programming Study from I-65 to the new East End Bridge 

Mikael – This email is in response to the request for input from the Cabinet for Economic Development.

CED fully sees the benefit and need for the project. In regards to how it effects economic development in the state the
project should increase the ease and safety of industrial traffic. Logistically it will provide existing and future industries
with better connection to shipping routes and the UPS World Port.

Please let me know if we can provide any further information.

Thank you,
Will

Will McDowell
Industrial Development Manager
Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development
Office: (502) 782 1988
Mobile: (502) 226 0376
William.McDowell@ky.gov



From: Price, Ronald (EEC) [Ronald.Price@ky.gov]
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2014 10:50 AM
To: Moore, John W (KYTC)
Cc: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC); Price, Ronald (EEC)
Subject: I-254 Programming Study from I-65 to the new East End Bridge
Attachments: DEP SERO 2014-22 Response.pdf

Mr. Thomas,
 
Attached is the KY Department for Environmental Protection’s response to your letter requesting comments on
the I-254 Programming Study from I-65 to the new East End Bridge.
 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions.
 
Ronald T. Price
Executive Staff Advisor
Office of the Commissioner
Department for Environmental Protection
300 Fair Oaks Lane
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-2150 x. 3125
(502) 564-4245 (fax)
Email: ronald.price@ky.gov

View the Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection's Blog at Naturally Connected

This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.
If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original
message.

From: Moore, John W (KYTC) [JohnW.Moore@ky.gov]
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2014 11:42 AM
To: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC)
Cc: Ross, Steve (KYTC)
Subject: Fwd: I-265 Programming Study

Forward as appropriate.

Remotely

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Forgacs, Joe (EEC)" <Joe.Forgacs@ky.gov>
Date: September 15, 2014 at 11:04:47 AM EDT
To: "Moore, John W (KYTC)" <JohnW.Moore@ky.gov>
Subject: I-265 Programming Study

Good morning John,

Here are comments from the Division for Air Quality relating to the subject project.

Kentucky Division for Air Quality Regulation 401 KAR 58:025, Asbestos Standards, apply to this project, and the project must be inspected by a
Kentucky Accredited Asbestos Inspector. Asbestos that will be affected by this activity must be removed by a Kentucky accredited contractor
before renovation or demolition begins.  Written notification must be given on form DEP 7036 to the Division for Air Quality, Paducah Regional
Office at least 10 weekdays prior the start of demolitions, whether or not asbestos has been identified to be present.  Please note form DEP
7036 and the Asbestos Fact Sheet located at http://air.ky.gov/Pages/OpenBurning.aspx

Kentucky Division for Air Quality Regulation 401 KAR 63:010 Fugitive Emissions states that no person shall cause, suffer, or allow any
material to be handled, processed, transported, or stored without taking reasonable precaution to prevent particulate matter from becoming
airborne.  Additional requirements include the covering of open bodied trucks, operating outside the work area transporting materials likely to
become airborne, and that no one shall allow earth or other material being transported by truck or earth moving equipment to be deposited
onto a paved street or roadway.  Please note the Fugitive Emissions Fact Sheet located at http://air.ky.gov/Pages/OpenBurning.aspx

Kentucky Division for Air Quality Regulation 401 KAR 63:005 states that open burning is prohibited.  Open Burning is defined as the burning of
any matter in such a manner that the products of combustion resulting from the burning are emitted directly into the outdoor atmosphere
without passing through a stack or chimney.  However, open burning may be utilized for the expressed purposes listed on the Open Burning
Brochure located at http://air.ky.gov/Pages/OpenBurning.aspx

The Division would like to offer the following suggestions on how this project can help us stay in compliance with the NAAQS.  More
importantly, these strategies are beneficial to the health of citizens of Kentucky.

 Utilize alternatively fueled equipment.

 Utilize other emission controls that are applicable to your equipment.

 Reduce idling time on equipment.

The Division also suggests an investigation into compliance with applicable local government regulations.

Let me know if you need anything else regarding this issue.

Have a good week...

Joe Forgacs, Environmental Technologist III
Kentucky Division for Air Quality
Program Planning & Administration Branch
Evaluation Section
Phone:  (502) 564-3999, extension 4422
Fax:  (502) 564-4666
E-mail: Joe.Forgacs@ky.gov





From: Jackson, Adam (EEC) [Adam.Jackson@ky.gov]
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2014 2:00 PM
To: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC)
Cc: Bicknell, James (EEC); Wilhelm, Jill (EEC)
Subject: I 265 Programming Study from I 65 to the new East End Bridge

Mikael,
I was handed a copy of the Subject request for comments, that was originally mailed to the Kentucky Division of Water.
Note that I am the Supervisor for the Water Quality Certification Section, which issues authorizations in the form of certifications that certify Federal permits.  In
this case, the eventual federal permit would be a Section 404 Department of Army Permit for the placement of fill material into jurisdictional streams and/or
wetlands.

After the preliminary review of the project, my comments are only limited that efforts should be made to minimize and reduce the impacts to jurisdictional
streams and/or wetlands.  If streams and/or wetlands are to be filled by the proposed project, a Section 401 Water Quality Certification may be required.  In
addition, it is likely, due to the magnitude of the project, that mitigation for the stream and/or wetland impacts will be required.

Feel free to contact me, or the KYTC project manager for the WQC Section (James Bicknell) with further questions as the project moves forward.

Thanks

Adam Jackson
Water Quality Certification Section Supervisor
KY Division of Water
200 Fair Oaks, 4th Floor
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-3410 Ext 4855









From: Diane.Bagby@louisvilleky.gov
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2014 2:52 PM
To: Pelfrey, Mikael (KYTC)
Subject: I-265 program study

Ms. Fox from Louisville MetroSafe forwarded the study documents for my response to you.  In reviewing the documentation, we have no known environmental
issues that would impact the project.  In the plan we were unable to determine if there would be a reconfiguration of the ramp from North bound I-65 to east
bound I-265, this particular ramp has had repeated episodes of semis losing their loads at the top curve of the ramp.   This area is especially prone to heavy
congestion.

At this point we do not have any additional comments.

Diane R. Bagby
Deputy Director
Louisville Metro EMA/MetroSafe
410 S. 5th Street
Louisville, KY 40202
Ph. 502-572-3456
Cell 502-442-4604




























